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C  H  E  E  R  F  UL  NESS 


WHAT  an  interestine  picture  we  have  here.  How  cheerful 
does  this  little  maiden  look,  notwithstanding  the  hea\  y  fall 
of  SHOW  !  Her  face  is  bright  and  rosy,  beaming  with  joy  and 
good  nature,  as  she  batlles  with  the  elements,  trying  to  keep 
the  flakes  of  snow  from  her 


Then,  to  be  temperate  in  all  things  improves  the  digestion, 
which  is  very  essential.  The  poor  dyspectie  is  anything  but 
cheerful.  See  the  unfortunate,  who  has  ruined  his  digestive 
organs  by  the  use  of  cigarettes  or  tobacco  in    other  forms'.     If 

he  wants  to  assume  a  cheer- 


face   by   screening    herself 
with  the  umbrella. 

How  blessed  is  a  cheer- 
ful disposition  !  It  gives 
joy  to  the  heart,  brightens 
the  home,  bappifies  sur 
roundings  and  makes  the 
weary  invalid  rejoice. 

There  are  many  things 
that  are  conducive  to  cheet 
fulness.  Health  for  ic- 
stance,  is  very  necessary 
A  good  conscience  also  is 
essential.  A  love  of  the 
beautiful,  a  love  of  light 
and  truth,  a  disposition 
to  make  others  happy,  all 
tend  to  drive  aw.iy 
dejection  and  m*ke  a  cheer- 
ful countenance. 

We  read  that  the  Lord 
loves  a  cheerful  counte- 
nance, especially  so  when  it 
procaeds  from  a  heart  made 
glad,  filled  with  gratitude 
from  a  sense  of  His  divine 
love,  manifested  in  the  bles- 
sings we  are  surrounded  by. 
To  enyoy  cheerfulness, 
then,  we  must  obey  the 
laws  of  nature  with  regard 
to  health.  There  is  a  great 
deal  of  truth  in  ilii  old 
fashioned  rhyme, 

"Eiirly  lo  bed,  Oiirly  Id  rise 

Miikosii  niiiii  hoiilltiy,  wi;ultny  iind  wise." 

Nature  calls  for  a  proper  amount  of  sleep.      Sleep 
valuable  before  midnight  than  aft«r. 


ful  dispositioa  he  has  to 
take  some  improper  stimu- 
lant. His  vitality  ornerve 
]iower  is  weak,  and  the 
only  way  he  knows  to  make 
himself  "feel  good"  is  fre- 
(|uently  from  a  bottle  of 
bad  whisky.  Sometimes 
complaints  are  made  of 
these  unfortunates,  who 
desire  to  appear  cheerful  in 
the  society  of  the  young 
ladies  at  dances,  and  who 
take  a  bottle  in  their 
pockets  to  warm  them  up. 
In  our  high  altitude, 
with  the  pure  air  and  .■  park- 
ling  water  from  our 
mountain  streams,  naturally 
we  have  no  need  of  stimu- 
1  nts.  The  childien  are 
brimful  of  life.  There  is 
more  danger  of  over  doing 
than  of  not  doing  enough — 
u;ore  necessity  of  a  prudent 
restraint  than  of  stimu- 
lants. 

To  live  long  and  enjoy  a 
cheerful  disposition  we 
must  live  slowly.  The 
f  lundations  of  our  lives  are 
laiil  in  our  youth  "Go 
slowly,"  is  a  wise  admo- 
nition, and  be  sure  we  can 
hold  our.  Lay  a  good  Ibundation  ;  abstain  from  bad  habits, 
late  hours,  imprudent  diet  and  evil,  demoralizing  as.sociations. 
Always  he  engaged  in  healthful  labor,  study  or  play,  and  the 
blessing  of  a  cheerful  countenaDce  is  thy  sure  reward.        G 
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ADVENTURES    ON   THE   PLAINS. 


BV  A.  \y. 


TT  is  very  remarkable,  considering  the  exposure  of  the 
-'-  Saints  to  the  Indians  in  their  travels  over  the  plains  in 
early  years,  that  they  have  suffered  so  little  at  the  hands  of 
the  red  men.  When  the  Indians  have  made  raids  upon  the 
Saints  it  has  almost  invariably  been  the  result  of  white  men 
urging  them  on.  Then,  too,  many  of  the  atrocities  which 
have  been  charged  to  the  Indians  have  in  reality  been  com- 
mitted by  unscrupulous  white  villains,  who  have  fled  from 
other  parts,  on  account  of  crimes  they  have  committed,  and 
lived  in  the  wilds  of  the  west  by  raiding  upon  travelers  or 
stealing  from  settlers. 

Many  of  such  characters  as  these  lived  among  the  Indians, 
and  others  were  located  at  various  stations  along  the  overland 
route  from  the  Missouri  river  to  our  Territory. 

Scores  of  incidents  might  be  related  in  which  the  Saints 
have  been  preserved  in  a  manner  almost  miraculous  from  the 
Indians  and  their  vile  white  instigators  while  journeying  to 
Utah. 

While  other  emigrants,  both  before  and  behind  them  would 
be  killed  or  have  their  stock  Stolen,  companies  of  Saints 
would  frequently  pass  without  even  seeeing  the  Indians. 
This  immunity,  of  course,  might  frequently  be  accounted  for 
by  their  superior  system  of  organizing  and  their  rejiutation 
for  courage,  but  it  oftener  appeared  to  be  the  result  of  an 
overruling  providence  in  their  f;ivor. 

In  the  year  I'^iU,  one  of  my  uncles  came  to  Salt  Lake  City, 
from  Ohio,  to  visit  relatives,  and,  in  the  spring  of  ISii.T,  wish- 
ing to  return  to  his  home  in  the  east,  I  was  requested  to  take 
him  as  far  as  Ojiaha  with  my  team.  Not  wishing  to  go 
without  knowing  whether  the  authorities  thought  it  best, 
my  uncle  went  to  President  Young  and  asked  him  what  he 
thought  about  it.  The  answer  was  that  if  I  would  go,  I 
should  have  his  faith  and  prayers,  and  that  I  should  return 
home  in  safety.  So,  as  soon  as  the  snow  was  out  of  the 
mountains  and  we  could  pass  through,  we  started. 

Our  company  consisted  of  thirteen  wagons,  which,  with 
one  exception,  that  of  my  uncle  and  family,  were  loaded  with 
missionaries  going  on  foreign  missions. 

Nothing  of  much  note  transpired  on  our  journey  until  the 
first  evening  after  passing  Laramie,  when  we  camped  with  an 
emigrant  train  on  their  way  west. 

Just  before  they  camped  for  the  night,  two  of  their  men 
took  their  guns  and  went  a  sliort  distance  into  the  hills  to  hunt 
for  wild  game.  One  of  them  got  back  to  camp  that  night  all 
right,  but  the  other  did  not,  and  was  not  found  until  the 
nest  morning,  when  his  body  was  discovered  lying  in  the 
road,  stripped  of  everything  but  his  shirt,  his  left  hand 
grasping  the  shaft  of  an  arrow,  the  point  of  which  was  buried 
in  his  heart,  and  his  scalp  taken  off  as  low  as  his  ears.  His 
friends  took  his  remains  in  charge  and  we  heard  nothing  more 
of  them.  Near  the  same  time  we  encountered  a  .severe 
thunder  storm,  and  when  we  reached  the  next  station  we 
learned  that  seven  hundred  hostile  Indians  had  crossed  the 
river  and  the  road  in  advance  of  us  and  passed  into  the  hills. 
The  storm  had  doubtless  hidden  us  from  their  view,  and  we 
were  not  molested  by  them. 

We  traveled  on  in  peace  the  remainder  of  our  journey 
eastward  and  artired  at  Omaha  in  good  health  and  spirits. 
Here  my  uncle  and  family  left  me,  taking  passage  on  a  steam- 
boat on  their  homeward  journey. 


From  Omaha,  I,  in  company  with  three  others,  went  to 
Nebraska  City,  where  we  loaded  with  freight  for  Salt  Lake. 
We  waited  there  until  a  company  was  formed  large  enough  to 
travel  in  safety^  and  then  started  for  home. 

Nothing  happened  more  than  is  usual  to  large  trains  travel- 
ing across  the  plains,  until  we  arrived  at  Laramie  on  our  return 
trip.  Here  we  pitched  camp  for  the  night  and  turned  our 
stock  across  the  river  to  grass.  Shortly  after  dark  some  per- 
sons palming  themselves  off  for  Indians,  stampeded  our 
animals,  causing  us  to  lay  over  one  day  hunting  them,  and 
then  we  did  not  not  recover  all  of  them. 

Some  of  the  Laramie  people  said  the  government  was 
going  to  kill  the  "Mormons"  off  within  two  years  and  thought 
they  might  as  well  begin  the  work  there  and  then,  yet  no  one 
received  any  bodily  injury  from  their  hands  at  that  time. 

From  Laramie  we  traveled  to  Cottonwood  Hollow,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  twenty  miles,  without  being  molested. 

At  this  place,  we  camped  for  noon.  Our  company  consisted 
of  a  larse  emigrant  train,  all  o.x  teams,  Brother  M.  G. 
Atwood,  captain,  and  ten  mule  teams  under  my  command. 

I  got  into  camp  with  my  mule  teams  a  little  ahead  of  the 
others,  and  took  the  mules  down  the  hollow  about  half  a  mile, 
to  give  them  water  at  the  spring.  I  always  kept  my  horse 
saddled  till  every  animal  hid  been  watered  and  turned  on 
grass,  and  all  other  saddle-horse  were  turned  loose.  The 
mules  had  finished  drinking,  and  the  leaders  of  the  ox  herd 
had  just  reached  the  spring,  when  .some  one  at  the  camp 
shouted  that  the  Indians  were  coming. 

At  this  time,  one  of  the  teamsters  was  at  the  spring  dipping 
water  for  culinary  purposes.  I  called  to  him,  "The  Indians 
are  coming!"  but  he  did  not  hear  me,  and  I  rode  towards 
him  and  called  again.  He  dropped  his  cup  and  bucket  and 
ran  for  camp  at  his  utmost  speed,  and  I  saw  no  more  of  him 
until  the  stock  had  been  corraled,  which  was  accomplished  as 
follows  As  soon  as  those  at  camp  shouted  "Indians,"  the 
Indians  commenced  whooping  and  yelling  like  madmen  below 
me  in  the  brush.  By  dint  of  chasing  and  shouting  I  man- 
aged to  get  the  mules  and  oxen  started  on  a  good  run  for  the 
camp,  where  they  were  met  by  Captain  Atwood  and  a  number 
of  others,  who  headed  them  into  the  corral.  About  the  time 
the  leaders  of  the  herd  reached  the  camp,  six  mounted 
Indians  came  dashing  down  the  hill,  and  rushing  in  ahead  of 
about  two-thirds  of  the  stock,  tried  to  run  them  back  past 
me.  I  had  two  Colt's  revolvers  with  me,  well  loaded.  1 
drew  one  of  them  and  began  tiring  at  the  Indians  and  drove 
them  out  of  the  herd.  They  got  one  of  my  mules  ahead  of 
them,  but  I  followed  them  up  to  the  brush  when  the  mule 
broke  away  from  them  and  I  got  him  back  again. 

Just  before  reaching  the  corral,  I  met  Brother  Miles  P. 
Romney  coming  to  meet  me.  I  handed  him  my  empty 
revolver  and  told  him  to  load  it  as  quickly  as  he  could.  As 
soon  as  the  animals  were  corraled,  a  cry  arose  that  the  Indians 
were  coming  down  upon  the  camp  from  the  other  side.  I 
put  spuis  to  my  horse  and  went  around  after  them,  and  was 
almost  within  pistol  .shot  distance  of  them  before  they  saw 
me;  the  rear  Indians  .seeing  me  fir-t,  gave  a  whoop,  when 
they  darted  down  a  ravine,  ami  that  was  the  la-<t  we  saw  of 
them. 

The  six  Indians  who  came  through  the  herd  went  back 
along  the  road,  and,  as  tho.sc  of  the  emigrants  who 
were  afoot,  had  not  reached  camp,  of  cour,-e  they  were  met. 
I  .saw  the  Indians  surround  one  man,  and  ju^t  as  he  was 
breaking  ihrougli  the  circle  they  shot  five  arrows  into  him. , 
llr  ran   into  iiiiiip  where  all  the  arrows  were  ])ulL'd  out  of 
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him  except  one,  which  had  entered  his  cheek,  the  spike 
clinching  itself.  Brothers  Winberg  and  Romney  came  to  me 
with  a  pair  of  horse-shoeing  pinchers  and  asked  if  I  would 
go  and  pull  the  spike  cut.  I  wfnt  with  them  to  where  the 
man  was,  and,  as  he  could  not  speak  English,  Brother  Winberg 
requested  him  to  sit  down  upon  an  ox  yoke.  While  Brothers 
Winberg  and  Romney  held  his  head,  I  took  hold  of  the  spike 
with  the  pinchers,  and,  with  a  forcible  jerk,  drew  it  from  his 
jaw. 

As  soon  as  the  man  was  released,  he  jumped  up,  and, 
grasping  my  hand,  cried  "thank  you,  thank  you,  thank  you!" 
that  being  all  the  English  he  could  command. 

There  were  seven  persons  in  all  of  our  company  who  were 
wounded,  all  of  whom  recovered. 


JOTTINaS     BY     A    YOUNG 
MISSIONARY. 


BY  STREBEN. 


{Continued  frmn  page  268). 

ACCORDING  to  an  old  tradition  the  Cologne  cathedral  never 
was  to  be  completed.  The  legend  is  related  in  these 
words:  .  A  young  architC(ft  had  labored  with  great  industry 
to  prepare  a  suitable  plan  for  a  church,  but  notwithstanding 
all  his  efforts,  he  could  not  arrange  anything  that  would  suit 
the  bishop,  Conrad.  Being  discouraged,  he  went  to  the 
Rhine  river,  with  the  intention  of  drowning  himself,  and  just 
as  he  was  about  to  make  the  fatal  leap,  an  old  man  appeared, 
who  was  no  other  than  Satan  himself,  and  presented  the 
drawing  of  a  fine  building  before  the  astonished  gaze  of  the 
young  man,  and  told  him  upon  what  conditions  he  could 
obtain  posses.sion  of  the  plan. 

The  young  man  desired  twenty-four  hours'  time  to  reflect 
upon  the  matter,  and,  on  this  being  granted  him,  he  went 
and  informed  his  priest  of  the  whole  aft'jir,  who  reL-ommended 
a  plan  to  him,  which  was  carried  out  on  the  following  day. 
It  was  this,  as  Satan  presented  the  plan  before  his  gaze,  and 
repeated  the  conditions  upon  which  it  should  be  obtained, 
the  joung  man  quickly  snatched  the  paper  from  his  hands,  at 
the  same  time  giving  the  evil  spirit  a  blow  on  the  head  with 
a  relique  of  ''the  holy  Ursula,"  which  was  supposed  to  have 
power  over  the  inhabitants  of  the  lower  regions. 

His  Satanic  majesty  was,  naturally,  enraged  at  this  trick, 
and  cried  out,  "The  cathedral  of  which  this  is  a  plan  will  never 
be  completed,  and  your  name  shall  remain  unknown;"  with 
these  words,  he  tore  in  pieces  the  upper  part  of  the  drawing. 
The  young  architect  could  never  replace  the  destroyed  part  of 
the  drawing,  and  died  of  sorrow. 

This  legtud,  although  very  ridiculous,  is  still  believed  by 
many  persons  to  bo  true,  and  it  is,  at  least,  a  fact  that  the 
name  of  the  original  architect  of  the  building  is  still 
unknown.  For  my  iiart,  I  can  see  no  reason  to  prevent  the 
devil  from  giving  plans  and  directions  for  his  own  edifices. 

The  cathedral  is  built  in  the  shape  of  a  cross,  and,  although 
massive  and  solid,  still  the  many  ornaments,  small  towers, 
galleries,  etc.,  give  it  the  appearance  of  lightness  and  beauty 
at  the  same  time;  in  fact,  the  building  taken  as  a  whole, 
in.side  and  outside,  may  be  considered  a  masterpiece  of  archi- 
tecture. 

There  are  many  interesting  objects  to  be  seen  inside  of  this 
building,  among  which  the  painted  windows  occupy  a  promi- 


nent position,  both,  because  of  their  age  and  the  excellence 
of  the  work.  They  portray  scenes  in  the  life  of  the  Savior 
£,nd  His  apostles,  as  also  many  historical  events  of  the 
church. 

The  remains  of  many  noted  men  are  here;  but,  perhaps, 
the  most  interesting  part  of  the  interior  of  the  edifice,  is  the 
treasure  closet,  which  contains  articles  valued  at  several 
million  franks  (a  frank  being  equal  to  about  twenty  cents 
American  money).  Crowns  coLtaining  many  precious  stones, 
.various  gold  and  silver  relics,  ancient  writings,  etc.,  are  to  be 
seen  here  in  great  abundance. 

After  having  seen  the  most  interesting  parts  of  the  cathe- 
dral, I  went  to  see  others  of  the  churches,  which  were  also 
very  noted,  and  among  these,  the  first  one  that  took  my 
attention  was  the  church  of  St.  Ursula,  a  very  ancient,  gothic 
building.  The  inside  of  this  church  is  almost  entirely  covered 
with  bones,  which  are  kept  in  silver  and  iron  cases  with  glass 
fronts.  Skulls  and  all  kinds  of  bones  belonging  to  the 
human  system  are  here,  and  it  is  said  that  they  are  the 
remains  of  eleven  thousand  virgins,  who  came  from  Britain, 
under  the  leadership  of  Ursula,  and  made  a  pilgrimage  to 
Rome,  where  they  received  a  forgiveness  of  their  sins  from 
the  pope.  On  the  return  to  Mainz,  as  bed  been  previously 
arranged,  Uisula  was  married  to  a  prince;  but  their  happiness 
was  of  short  duration,  because,  as  they  returned  to  Cologne, 
an  uncivilized  tribe  of  people,  called  the  Huns,  captured  the 
city,  slew  all  the  men,  and  as  these  virgins  would  not  become 
their  wives,  nor  be  their  slaves,  they  were  also  cruelly  put  to 
death.  In  remembrance  of  this  event,  the  before-mentioned 
church  was  built. 

Besides  these  bones  as  curiosities,  are  three  thorns  said  to 
have  been  taken  from  Jesus'  crown  of  thorns,  a  piece  of  the 
cross,  a  branch  of  the  rod  with  which  He  was  whipped  by 
His  persecutors,  a  piece  of  His  clothing,  and  one  of  the 
"water-pots  of  stone"  which  contained  the  water  that  the 
Savior  converted  into  wine  at  the  marriage  feast  at  Cana  of 
Galileo,  as  is  recoided  in  the  2nd  chapter  of  the  gospel 
according  to  John. 

I  visited  other  churches  of  more  or  less  note,  but  as  they 
resembled  in  many  respects  the  structures  of  the  same  class 
that  have  been  described,  I  will  proceed  to  the  description  of 
something  else.  But  I  will  here  state  that  the  reason  of  my 
mentioning  so  many  places  of  religious  worship,  is  because  I 
felt  a  great  interest  in  becoming  acquainted  with  the  ideas 
and  notions  of  the  people  in  regard  to  this  very  important 
subjsct,  and  I,  therefore,  employed  every  opportunity  to 
inform  myself  on  these  points.  It  is  also  very  necessary  that 
the  Elders  of  the  Church  become  acquainted  with  the  errone- 
ous ideas  of  the  people  in  regard  to  religion,  so  that  they 
can  more  successfully  combat  the  existing  errors.  The 
study  of  the  opinir  ns  of  men  in  regard  to  the  present  and 
future  affords,  however,  considerable  amusement,  to  see  how 
silly  some  people  are,  but  at  the  same  time  it  causes  sorrow 
to  know  how  far  mankind  are  from  the  ways  of  God,  and  how 
firmly  they  cling  to  their  false  doctrines  in  spite  of  the  plain- 
ness and  beauty  of  the  gospel  of  Christ. 

As  I  was  viewing  the  city,  \  came  to  a  large,  though  not 
very  beautiful,  house,  where  the  images  of  two  horses  are 
to  be  seen  looking  out  of  a  window  in  the  top  story.  This 
naturally  aroused  my  curiosity,  and,  upon  in(|uiry,  I  learned 
the  reason  of  these  images  being  placed  there;  it  is  as  follows: 

About  the  middle  ol  the  1  fth  century,  a  certain  man  named 
Aduct  lived  in  Cologne  with  his  wife.  In  their  home  was 
continual  happiness,  and  the  wealth  whiirh  they  possessed 
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together  with  their  excellent  qualities,  gained  them  a  high 
position  among  the  residents  of  the  city.  Suddenly  the  peat 
made  its  appearance  and  many  hundreds  of  persons  died 
from  the  dreadful  disease,  and,  amonK  others,  the  wife  of 
Aduct  was  taken  sick  and  in  a  short  time  ceased  to  breathe. 

To  avoid  the  spread  of  the  disease,  a  law  had  been  made 
requiring  the  dead  to  be  buried  immediately,  and,  there- 
fore, Mr.  Aduct,  with  great  sorrow,  consigned  his  partner  to 
the  grave,  after  having  placed  a  heavy  gold  chain  around  hsr 
neck  and  several  precious  rings  on  her  fingers. 

The  grave-digger.*,  having  seen  the  costly  articles,  decided 
upon  becoming  pcssessors  of  the  .same,  and.  accordingly,  in 
the  middle  of  the  night  they  uncovered  the  body,  and  bad 
succeeded  in  getting  everything  of  value  excepting  one 
costly  ring,  which  they  were  trying  to  take  from  the  finger 
when  the  suppo.sed  corpse  opened  its  eyes  and  raised  up,  to 
the  horror  of  the  robbers,  who  supposed  the  spirit  of  the 
dead  had  returned,  when,  in  fact,  the  woman  had  merely 
been  in  a  trance. 

The  plunderers  fled  in  great  haste,  leaving  everything 
behind  them,  and  the  lady,  with  great  exertion,  succeeded  in 
getting  out  of  the  grave  and  returning  to  her  home,  where 
she  found  all  the  servants  and  ber  husband  asleep.  She 
.succeeded  in  arousing  one  of  the  servants,  who  desired  to 
know  who  was  knocking  at  the  door  at  such  a  late  hour  of 
the  night.  Upon  hearing  the  voice  of  his  mistress,  he 
hastened  to  awake  Mr.  Aduct,  who  scolded  him  severely  for 
the  intrusion,  supposing  that  the  .servant  had  merely  fancied 
he  saw  a  ghost.  The  latter  was,  however,  positive  in  his 
a.s.sertions,  and  Mr.  Aduct  finally  cried  out  angrily,  'It  is  no 
more  possible  for  my  wife  to  be  waiting  at  the  door,  than  it 
is  for  my  horses  to  loose  themselves  from  the  stable  and  pro- 
ceed up  stairs  to  the  garret." 

Fie  had  scarcely  uttered  these  words  before  a  tramping  was 
heard  on  the  stairs,  and  the  horses  were  seen  in  the  act  of 
going  to  the  top  of  the  house. 

At  beholding  this,  Mr.  Aduct  sprang  from  his  room  to  the 
door,  and  was  rewarded  by  clasping  his  wife  to  his  bosom ; 
and  in  commemoration  of  the  event,  he  had  the  images  of 
two  horsos  placed  in  the  garret  of  his  house. 

This  is  the  story  of  the  two  horses  as  it  is  tcnerally  related, 
but  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  is  a  legend  of  the  middle 
aces,  of  which  there  are  many. 

(  To  he  Continued. ) 


HISTORY    OF    THE    CHURCH. 


( Continued  from  page  2f>f)). 
AIM-!  lake  the  following  letter  from  the  history  of  President 
'  '  Young,  as  it  will  show  very  clearly  the  condition  of  feel- 
ing which  existed  in  the  state  of  Illinoii  respecting  the  murder 
of  the  I'nphet  Jo-oidi  and  aUo  rlescribes  very  dearly  the  feel- 
ings of  the  ."^ .lints  and  ihoir  quiet  and  p:itlent  submission  to  the 
opprarion  of  the  laws,  as  administered  by  those  entrusted  with 
offi-e.  The  letter  is  .-iddrcsscd  to  .losiah  Limborn,  K-q  ,  Attor- 
ney (Jcneral  of  Illinoi.''.  It  was  written  by  Brother  Geo.  A. 
Smith,  and  hi-<  father.  John  Smith  : 

"?ir:  We  arc  this  evening  informed  by  Mr.  Scott  that  it 
is  your  wi<h,  a-  prosecuting  attorney  is  the  murderers  of  the 
Gen.'.  Smith,  that  the  Mormons  sbonld  hunt  up  the  witnesses 
in  the  ca-c,  an<l  that  Mr.  Murray  McConnell  had  conveyed  (he 
idea  tliat  there  was  a  oinmittee  iu  the  county  who.'^e  bu-ines.s 
it  was  to  collect  and  arranee  the  te^timony  against   the  day  of 


trial,  and  that  said  committee  are  supposed  to  be  Mormons 
etc.,  etc. 

"Now,  Sir,  in  behalf  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints;  or  if  you  choose,  the  Mormon  fraternity, 
we  beg  leave  to  state  to  you,  what  has  been  often  reiterated  by 
us,  and  which  is  a  well  known  fact,  both  to  our  people  and  the 
State  ;  ri::..  that  the  difficulty  causing  the  pending  trials  is  not 
between  the  Mormons  and  the  Anti-Mormon.s,  nor  between 
the  Mormons  and  the  murderers  ;  but  it  is  between  the  State 
and  the  prisoners,  or  offenders. 

"To  show  our  loyalty  to  the  institutions  of  our  country  and 
preserve  peace  in  the  country,  as  a  people,  we  pledged  our- 
.selves  to  abide  the  operations  of  the  law,  as  directed  by  the 
proper  authorities  of  the  commonwealth  ;  and  that  we  would 
abide  the  decisions  of  the  ourt,  mt  taking  ven2:eince  into  our 
hands  (as  was  then  feared  by  some,)  or  commencing  prosecu- 
tions, to  which  we  have  strictly  adhered,  and  intend  still  to 
adhere,  that  our  pledge  may  be  honorably  redeemed  in  the 
sight  of  all  men,  althoua;h  we  have  been  strongly  solicited  to 
ent^r  the  field  of  prosecution,  and  that,  too,  by  the  State  or  her 
agents;  for  instance,  when  Mr.  McConnell  was  engaged  in  prepa- 
tion  for  the  prosecution  he  caine  to  Nauvoo  and  strongly 
solicited  the  M  )rmons  to  cime  out  a?  complainants  and  assist 
iu  procuring  witnesses,  etc.:  but  we  replied  that  we  had 
b.nil  nothing  to  do  with  the  affair  and  wanted  nothing  to  do 
with  it;  and  for  us  to  enlist  in  attempting  to  bring  the 
murderers  to  justice,  no  matter  how  legal  in  our  own  move- 
ments, it  would  he  construed  into  a  persecution,  or  a  desire  to 
pick  a  quarrel  on  our  part,  which  we  were  and  still  arc  deter- 
mined to  avuid,  even  every  appearance  of  evil,  and  cut  off 
every  occasion  of  our  enemies,  or  of  those  who  are  ready  to 
seize  upon  any  pretext  to  make  us  trouble. 

"We  are  decidedly  for  peace,  and  we  ever  have  been,  and  as 
the  murders  were  comm'tfcd  while  the  murdered  were  in  the 
immediate  charge  of  the  State,  all  we  ask  is  that  the  State  will 
pro^ee«to  the  case  to  fin;il  judgment  and  redeem  her  pledge, 
as  we  h  ive  ours  ;  or  if  she  choo.se  to  abandon  the  prosecution 
we  shall  sufimit  peaceably;  although,  for  public  good,  we 
would  prelVr  that  justice  should  take  place. 

"We  are  unacquainted  with  the  statutes  which  suffer 
indicted  murderers  to  roam  at  largo  month  after  month  without 
arrest  :  or,  after  delivery  or  surrender,  to  run  at  pleasure  before 
trial,  anil  we  know  not  what  other  .similar  laws  wo  might  come 
in  contact  with,  and  be  liable  to  break  to  our  own  endangering 
or  disadvantage,  should  wc  attempt  to  have  anything  to  do  with 
the  ease  in  ipiestion. 

"It  is  reported  to  us,  true  or  false  we  know  not,  that  the 
Sheriff  of  Flancook  Cninty  and  his  deputies  have  been  forbid- 
den by  the  court  to  act  in  the  pending  trials;  and  that  the 
jurors  have  been  discharged  without  empanelling.  If  this  be 
true  we  are  unaquainted  with  the  statutes  in  the  case,  and  have 
nothing  to  .'ay. 

"When  Mr.  McConnell  was  here  last  Full,  at  his  earnest 
solicitation,  we  collected  all  the  mformation  in  our  possession 
and  presented  the  same  to  him,  supposing  he  would  prosecute 
the  ca"0  to  find  judgment.  lie  took  minutes  at  the  time  and 
I>robably  has  them  now  if  he  has  not  handed  them  over,  of 
which  you  must,  be  acquainted,  better  than  we,  and  of  which 
we  did  not  preserve  minutes:  we  know  of  no  new  information 
since  that  period. 

"We  were  happy  to  hear  that  the  trials  had  been  committed 
to  your  able  charge,  and  anticipated  that  you  would  have  made 
us  a  visit  before  the  silling  of  the  court  ;  and  ^e  still  anticipate 
that  after  court  you  will  make  us  a  visit,  that  you  may  have  the 
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pleasure  of  a  more  general  acquaintance  among  our  citizens, 
and  we  feel  confident  that  sudi  a  visit  would  be  highly  appreci- 
ated by  our  friend,  Gen.  Young,  with  whom  we  understand 
you  are  acquainted. 

"We  shall  be  ever  ready  in  favoring  the  ends  of  right  so  far 
as  we  can  do  it,  and  not  give  any  occasion  of  excitement  which 
would  be  detrimental  to  public  peace. 
We  are  Sir, 

Most  Eespectfully, 
Your  Servants. 

Geo.  a.  Sjiith. 
John  Smith." 
(7h   he    Continvcd.) 


MEXICO 


I  HAVE  thought  that  a  short  account  of  some  of  the 
peculiarities  of  the  tierra  caliente  (hot  countrv)  of  Mexico 
and  its  inhabitants  might  interest  some  of  the  readers  of 
the  Instructor,  especially  so  from  the  fact  that  the  actual 
condition  of  Blexico  and  her  people  is  not  generally  known. 

Having  traveled  across  the  republic  from  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  I  ha\'e  had  an  opportunity  of 
becoming  acquainted  with  the  habits,  customs  and  pecu- 
liarities of  the  people  in  the  hot  lands  as  well  as  those  of  the 
table  lands. 

The  countr3'.  from  Vera  Cruz  to  the  City  of  Mexico,  has 
been  most  perfectly  described  by  an  able  writer  of  our  com- 
munity, and  I  only  have  in  view  a  statement  of  a  few  of  the 
peculiarities  of  the  people  and  country  between  the  City  of 
Mexico  and  Acapulcn. 

The  reader  is  doubtless  aware  that  the  climate  of  the  Valley 
of  Mexico,  in  which  the  City  of  Blexico  is  located,  is  very 
regular  and  healthful,  never  excessively  hot  nor  cold.  This 
is  owing  to  its  elevation. 

Perhaps  those  who  live  in  this  cold,  northern  climate,  often 
think  that  it  would  be  much  more  pleasant  to  live  where 
winters  never  come,  and  where  the  trees  are  always  green,  but 
I  think  that  if  they  would  travel  through  the  hot  lands  of 
Mexico,  they  would  better  appreciate  their  northern  homes. 

The  climate  in  the  Valley  of  Slexico  is  truly  lovely,  and 
if  that  valley  was  inhabited  by  a  free  and  enlightened  people,  it 
could  be  made  one  of  the  most  desirable  homes  on  earth. 
When  I  say  free  people,  I  refer  to  the  freedom  from  priest- 
craft and  superstition. 

Cuernavaca,  (cow  horn)  is  one  day's  journey  on  horseback 
from  the  City  of  Mexico,  and  is  the  first  city  through  which 
the  road  passes  after  reaching  the  hot  lands  on  the  way  to 
Acapulco,  and  the  change  which  takes  place  in  so  short  a  dis- 
tance is  truly  remarkable. 

The  general  appearance  of  the  country  is  altered,  and, 
instead  of  the  level  plateau,  we  have  before  us  a  broken, 
rough  country,  dotted  wherever  the  water  is  turned  upon  the 
land  with  luxuriant  vegetation.  The  orchard  trees  bend  with 
their  loads  of  mangos,  granadas,  lemons,  bananas  and  other 
tropical  fruits,  and  the  small  fields  are  green  with  sugar  cane 
and  corn. 

The  hot  sands  are  a  nice  nursery  for  snakes,  scorpions, 
tarantulas  and  insects  of  almost  every  species.  They  seem  to 
be  everywhere,  in  and  on  tnp  of  the  houses,  and  the  peojilc 
are  afraid  to  sleep  out  of  doors  on  the  ground  or  in  beds  in 
houses.      They  sleep  in  swinging  beds  called  nmaais,  made  of 

t  work  and  suspended  by  ropes  away  from  the  walls  of  the 


house  to  prevent  the  scorpions,  etc.,  from  crawling  upon  the 
walls  and  getting  into  the  bed  ;  but  even  then  they  sometimes 
fall  out  of  the  roof  upon  them  and  sting  them. 

The  people  are  generally  very  poor,  only  half  fed  and  half 
clad,  and  a  great  portion  of  the  land  which  they  cultivate  is 
extremely  rough  and  forbidding.  I  have  seen  acres  of  it, 
where,  on  account  of  large  and  numerous  boulders,  there 
appeared,  looking  from  a  distance,  to  be  no  soil  at  all.  All 
the  good  bodies  of  land  are  owned  by  capitalists,  who,  in 
many  instances,  never  saw  it.  In  some  instances  these 
wealthy  men  hire  hundreds  of  people  to  work  on  their  farms, 
placing  task-masters  over  them  and  only  pay  them  barely 
enough  to  live  on,  always  keeping  them  in  debt,  and  thus 
keeping  them  on  the  same  farm  as  long  as  they  live. 

As  the  distance  fiom  the  City  of  Mexico  increases,  so 
the  ignorance,  degradation,  and  fanaticism  of  the  people 
increase. 

The  people  are,  in  many  instances,  spotted  or  speckled, 
dark  and  white,  and  some  have  even  three  colors,  black, 
brown  and  white.  These  spots  give  them  a  very  unpleasant 
appearance,  especially  so  on  account  of  their  style  of  dress. 

Some  attribute  this  phenomena  to  the  extreme  heat,  others 
to  bad  or  impure  water.  Whether  either  of  the  causes 
assigned  is  the  true  one  or  not,  I  am  unable  to  say.  It  is 
quite  common  to  see  them  affected  with  a  disease  of  the  neck, 
which  they  call  hiches,  and  which  is  said  to  be  engendered  by 
the  use  of  impure  water. 

The  country  between  the  City  of  Mexico  and  Aciipulco  is 
extremely  rough,  dry,  and  crossed  by  several  small  and  one 
large  range  of  mountains.  The  farming  land  is  limited  and 
the  principal  productions  are  cane-sugar  and  whisky.  The 
scenery  is  not  beautiful  nor  the  journey  a  pleasant  one;  for 
the  road  or  trail  in  many  places  is  almost  impassable  and 
extremely  dangerous,  on  account  of  its  steepness.  There  is 
no  timber  to  speak  of,  except  on  the  coa^t  mountains  and 
that  is  not  very  large  nor  very  plentiful. 

Upon  reaching  the  summit  of  the  coast  range,  the  beautiful 
Pacific  is  seen  in  the  distance,  while  immediately  below  us, 
lays  the  Bay  of  Acapulco,  the  only  good  harbor  along  the 
Mexican  coast. 

Acapulco  is  situated  on  this  bay,  and  is  a  small,  old  Mexican 
town.  Its  streets  are  narrow,  crooked  and  untidy,  the  build- 
ings denote  an  entire  absence  of  a  spirit,  of  improvement, 
and  their  inhabitants  are  mostly  a  mixture  of  Indian  and 
negro,  and  on   the  whole  it  is  a  dejected,  uninviting-looking 

place. 
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News.— The  word  news  is  commonly  supposed  to  be  derived 
from  the  adjective  nctv.  It  is  asserted,  however,  that  its 
origin  is  traceable  to  a  custom  in  former  times  of  placing  on 
the  newspapers  of  the  day,  the  initial  letters  of  the  cardinal 
points  of  the  compass,  thus: 

N 


W 


These  letters  were  intended  to  indicate  that  the  paper  con- 
tained intelligence  from  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe,  but 
they  finally  came  to  assume  the  form  of  the  word  nririt,  from 
which  the  term  newspaper  is  derived. 
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HE  present  number  closes   Volume   Six- 
teen   of     the    JrvF.Nii.E    Instrittor. 
Sixteen     years     have     glided    into    the 
shadowy  past  since  the  Instructor  was 
first  issued,  though  in  looking  back  to  the 
period  of  its  birth  it  seems  but  yesterday. 
When   those  who  have  been    assooiated 
with   the  paper  from  its  infancy  casually 
glance  back  over  its  existence,  it   really 
seems    incredible    that  such  a  long  time  has 
elapsed.      Yet,  when  we  think  of  the  changes 
that  have  ocaurred  in  the  lives  of  ounselves  and 
others  since  that  time,  we  are  reminded  that  it 
"^^/Pte^ '         must  be  so.     The  apprentice  boys  who  worked 
7^  ik^^  upon  the  paper  in  its  early  years  have  long  since 
i  f^^   passed  through  their  stipulated  days  of  tutelage  and 
"'^x**  become    full-fledged  journeymen;  and  now,  instead 
^^      of  making  pi  for  the  Instki'CTOk,  are  engaged   in 
providing  edibles  for  a  host  of  juveniles  of  their  own  raising. 
The  youns  ladies  who,  in  laboring  upon   the   Instructor, 
were  the  pioneer  typos  of  their  sex  in  the  west,  have  become 
mature  matrons,  with  children  of  their  own  old  enough  to  set 
type.      The  little  boys  who  were  the  first  "carriers"  of  the 
In.strictok  to  the  Salt  Lake  City  patrons  have  become  men 
of  families  and  are  away  upon  foreign  missions,  preaching  the 
gospel.     Similar  changes  have  also  occurred  in  the  lives  of  the 
juvenile  patrons  of  the  early  volumes.     The  little  boys  who 
u.sed  to  take  such  an  interest  in  solving  the  charades  and 
puzzles  and  calling  at  the  oflice  with  their  answers,  are  now 
developed  into  full-grown  uiechatics  and  business  men.     And 
what  a  change    has    come    over    the    early   writers   for   the 
Instructor!      Whijn  we  look  over  the  list  of  early  contrib- 
utors, we  are  surprised  to  sec  that  so  many  have  passed  to 
another  existence — gone  to  meet  the  result  of  their  writings 
in  another  sphere.     Then,  too,  many  have  become  soaksorbed 
in  other  pursuits  that  they  no  longer  find  time  to  write  for 
juvenile  readers.     Only  a  few  of  those  whose  articles  appeared 
in  the  early  volumes  are  among  our  present  valued  contribu- 
tors, but  tho.=e  few  doubtless  look  back  upon  their  past  efl'orts 
with  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction.     In  the  meantime  younger 
writers  have  come  forward,  and  considerable   literary  talent 
that  was  dormant  a  few  years  since  is  now  being  developed. 

In  reviewing  our  efforts  in  the  publishing  line  during  the 
past  tixteen  years  we  feel  a  degree  of  pride  and  satisfaction, 
and  not  a  little  gratitude  to  our  patrons  and  especially  to  the 
Almighty,  fur  enabling  us  to  accomplish  what  we  have.  That 
great  good  has  resulted  to  the  community  generally  from  the 
publication  of  the  Instritthk,  we  have  had  thousands  of 
testimonies,  and  yet  we  feel  assured  that  its  good  mission  is 
scarcely  begun. 

The  object  in  starting  the  In.structok  was  exprcsed  in 
the  "salutatory"  publi-hed  in  the  initial  number,  January  1, 
1.S66.       It  was  there  stated  that  "No  other  communitv,  with 


which  we  are  acquainted,  indulge  in  such  high  hopes  respect- 
ing their  young  as  do  the  inhabitants  of  this  Territory.  The 
most  sanguine  expectations  are  entertained  in  relation  to  the 
great  future  which  awaits  them.  It  is  very  natural  that  this 
should  be  so;  for  unto  us  are  the  promises  made.  But  to 
have  these  hopes  ,ind  expectations  gratified,  steps  should  be 
taken  to  train  cur  children  an<l  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  pre- 
pare them  for  the  duties  that  will  devolve  upon  them.  It  is 
to  aid  in  this  work  and  to  supply  a  want  which  has  been  long 
felt  to  exist  that  the  publication  of  this  paper  has  been 
undertaken.  Money-making  has  not  been  the  consideration. 
With  us  it  is  purely  a  labor  of  love,  and  we  therefore  feel  a 
freedom  in  asking  for  the  hearty  co-0]ieration  of  all  friends  of 
the  education  of  the  young,  that  under  other  circumstances 
delicacy  might  prevent  us  from  expressing." 

In  all  the  vicissitudes  through  which  the  Instructor  has 
passed  since  that  early  day,  the  object  has  been  kept  in  view, 
but  we  leave  uur  friends  who  have  observed  the  effect  of 
the  paper  ui)on  the  young  of  our  community  to  judge  whether 
it  has  been  in  any  degree  attained  or  not.  Years  ago,  when 
paper  and  other  printing  material  had  to  be  freighted  from 
the  east  or  west  by  teams,  occasional  delays  in  our  issues 
were  unavoidable.  A  few  have  even  occurred  since  the  rail- 
road extended  to  our  Territory,  in  cases  of  snow  blockades, 
etc.,  but  in  these  instances,  our  patrons  have  manifested  all 
the  patience  and  forbearance  that  we  could  ask  for.  We  have 
done  our  best  to  fulfill  promises  made  to  our  patrons,  and 
have  never  failed  to  issue  the  numbers  due,  though  we  have 
sometimes  been  a  little  late  about  doing  it.  If  any  person 
has  ever  failed  to  get  all  the  copies  subscribed  for,  we  are  not 
aware  of  it,  and  we  will  cheerfully  make  amends  on  being 
informed  of  it,  if  there  is  such  a  case. 

We  have  tried  to  do  an  honest,  straightforward  business 
with  our  patrons,  and  never  have  resorted  to  the  popular 
subterfuge  of  offering  baits,  such  as  chromos,  pictures  or 
other  prizes,  with  a  ficticious  value  attached,  for  the  sake  of 
getting  subscribers. 

W^e  don't  pretend  to  be  so  philanthropic  as  to  publish  a 
paper  at  a  loss  for  the  sake  of  benefiting  our  patrons;  indeed, 
we  doubt  whether  it  could  long  prove  a  benefit  if  conducted 
upon  such  a  principle;  but  we  do  propose  to  invest  what 
profits  may  accrue  from  the  business  in  improving  the  paper 
and  publishing  other  works  that  will  benefit  the  Saints  and 
spread  a  knowledge  of  the  gospel. 

Around  the  little  nucleus  formed  sixteen  years  ago  when 
the  Instructor  was  started  as  a  modest  four-page  sheet, 
through  repeated  additions,  a  printing  and  publishing 
establishment  has  grown  up  which  will  compare  favorably 
with  any  in  the  West.  Our  efforts  to  do  good  in  publishing 
are  not  now  limited  to  the  circulation  of  the  Instructor 
alone.  Thousands  upon  thousands  of  tracts  explanatory  of 
the  principles  of  the  gospel,  and  books  of  a  faith-promoting 
nature  have  been  issued  from  the  Insthuctor  Ofiije,  and 
that  too,  at  the  lowest  possible  prices.  And  yet,  as 
before  intimated,  we  have  scarcely  commenced  what  we  hope 
to  accomplish.  We  expect  in  the  near  future,  through  pub- 
lications of  this  nature,  to  extend  the  benefits  of  our  efforts 
and  the  light  of  the  gospel  to  millions.  And  we  have  faith 
that  our  friends  will  help  us  by  their  patronage  to  do  it.  We 
feel  assured  that  they  will  from  past  e.xi)erience.  No  works 
that  have  ever  been  issued  in  our  Church  have  been  received 
with  more  favor  than  have  tho.se  published  at  the  Instructor 
office  during  the  past  few  years.  Whatever  we  do — whether 
we   move  slowly   or   f'a>t,   we  are  determined   to  do  a  safe 
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business,  that  our  patrons  may  never  have  cause  to  lose  con- 
fidence in  our  promises. 

With  the  next  number  of  the  Instructor,  dated  January 
1,  !8S2,  will  commence  Volume  Seventeen  Eich  number 
hereafter  will  be  sixteen  pages — one  third  larger  than  the 
present  form,  and,  of  course,  will  include  a  greater  variety  of 
matter.  We  trust  we  may  have  the  pleasure  of  greeting  all 
our  o'.d  patrons  and  very  many  new  ones  with  the  first  number 
of  our  New  Volume. 


SIrauelf)  in  Jndiii, 


BY    WILLIAM   FOTHERINGHAM. 


(Continued  from  page  249.) 

AFTER   leaving  the  Toobereki  river,  we  continued  to  meet 
large  bodies  of   devotees       We  were  credibK  informed 


This  place  has  a  few  P]nglish  residents,  who  are  principally 
government  officials.  It  was  formerly  the  seat  of  the  Portu- 
guese factories,  was  subsequently  occupied  by  the  Dutch  and 
later  still  by  the  Danish,  who  sold  their  entire  interests  to 
the  English. 

We  tarried  here  three  days,  during  which  time  I  had 
quarters  at  the  dak  bungalow.  Brother  Meik  being  the 
guest  of  his  nephew,  who  was  the  magistrate  of  the  district. 
We  were  invited  to  take  dinner  at  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Bond, 
who  introduced  me  to  his  wife  and  several  daughters,  Bio- 
ther  Meik  being  an  old  acquaintance.  After  dinner,  the  old 
lady,  who  iaiiglael  herssif  a  soriptorian  and  theological 
debater,  opened  fire  on  "Mormonism"  in  the  presence  of  tha 
company.  However,  she  soon  became  bewildered  and  gave 
up  the  contest,  remarking  that  the  "Mormons,"  through 
their  strategy  and  craft,  had  an  answer  for  everything. 

We  left  Belesore  in  the  evening  and  traveled  all  night 
The  next  day  at  noon,  we  arrived  at  the  Koorsah  river,  and 
took  up  our  quarters  in  an  old,  deserted,  dilapidated  bun- 
galow. As  the  most  direct  route  to  our  destination,  was  by 
way  of  the  Koorsih,  we  disbaniei  our  bearers,  and,  after 


that  over  thirteen  hundred  thousand  worshipers  had  visited 
the  shrine  at  Juggernauth  during  the  festival.  Many  were 
sick  from  malaria,  and  worn  down  with  fatigue,  lying  by  the 
wayside,  unable  to  proceed  any  farther.  Some  of  them  suc- 
cumbed to  death  without  a  friend  to  answer  a  dying  request, 
it  being  a  Hindoo  characteristic  to  show  very  little  sympathy 
to  fellow-sufferers. 

Ofttimes  during  this  journey,  a  horrid  spectacle  would  meet 
our  gaze,  in  the  shape  of  jackals  and  vultures  feeding  on  the 
bodies  of  the  dead.  Our  passing  would  frighten  them  off 
a  short  distance  ;  but  they  would  soon  return  again  to  their 
cannibal  feast.  The  sick  who  had  means,  were  carried  in 
doolies,  rude  cots  suspended  from  bamboo  poles,  and  trans- 
ported by  bearers. 

When  we  arrived  at  Dundeeka  station,  we  were  detained 
two  hours  for  bearers,  and  then  were  obliged  to  induce  the 
relay  who  had  brought  us  to  this  point  to  carry  us  to 
Oringah,  the  next  statiop.  In  the  evening,  we  crossed  the 
Boorabulung,  which  enters  the  Bay  of  Bengal  to  the  west  of 
Hoogly.     In  the  night  we  arrived  at  Balesore. 


some  little  delay,  hired  two  dingies.  Being  short  of  hands 
to  work  the  boats,  we  had  the  two  lashed  together. 

This  river  was  infested  with  alligators,  that  did  not  appear 
to  be  very  shy  nor  backward  about  showing  themselves. 
While  a  small  herd  of  cattle  were  watering  near  to  our  boats, 
one  animal  was  dragged  away  by  these  mailed  monsters. 

Our  arrangements  being  completed,  palanquins  and  luggage 
were  put  on  board  the  dingies,  and  we  dropped  down 
the  river.  Among  the  trees  that  skirted  the  Koor.sah,  was 
the  extraordinary  banyan,  which  is  illustrated  in  the  picture. 
The  branches  that  grow  out  from  the  parent  trunk,  send 
down  shoots  which  take  root,  and  after  a  time  also  become 
trunks.  In  this  manner,  as  many  as  three  hundred  sturdy 
trunks,  C(iual  to  our  large  cottonwoods,  have  been  produced 
from  the  original  parent.  The  leaves  of  this  tree  are  about 
five  inches  long,  of  a  heart  shape,  and  it  yirlds  a  small,  red 
fruit,  growing  in  pairs,  not  as  large  as  our  wild  plums.  One 
tree  covers  a  large  area,  and  with  its  luxuriant  foliage  will 
comfortably  shelter  an  army  of  five  thousand  men  from  the 
scorching  rays  of  the  tropical  sun.     The  wood  of  this  remark - 
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able  tree  is  as  porous  as  a  turnip;  however,  it  has  its 
beneficial  qualities,  as  it  iiroduces  a  copious  Aot  of  enm-luc, 
as  well  as  a  glutinous  juice  that  is  highly  prized  liy  the  natives 
as  an  antidote  for  the  tooth-ache.  It  is  also  successfully  used 
in  allaying  inflammation.  The  bark  is  esteemed  hy  the  native 
doctors  as  an  excellent  tonic. 

T  will  here  mention  another  peculiar  feature  of  the  hanyan. 
The  .seed-!  seldom  germinate  from  the  ground.  Birds  e.irry 
the  ripe  fruit  lo  the  tops  of  the  palm  trees,  which  atiound  in 
the  same  forests,  there  to  feast  upon  its  pulp.  The  seeds 
being  dropped  in  the  crown  of  the  palm  trees,  soon  vegetate, 
sending  down  their  fibers  ard  entwining  the  palm,  and  event- 
ually killing  it.  The  i-hoots  from  the  seed  slowly  reach  the 
ground  and  there  take  root.  Thus  the  banyan  grows  and 
spreads  from  this  apparently  unnatural  beginning. 

These  trees  appeared  to  he  a  great  re.'ort  for  monkeys,  a 
variety  of  birds,  and  a  large  species  of  bat. 

Tlie  next  d.ay  we  arrived  at  Aulj,  a  point  on  (he  river  where 
the  business  of  ship  building  was  being  carried  on  in  the  con- 
struction of  small  brigs  for  the  transport  of  .salt. 

The  locality  we  desired  to  reach,  was  on  the  Brahmane 
river,  about  six  miles  west  of  Aull. 

The  Mahananda  river,  at  the  city  of  Ciittack,  which  is  two 
hundred  and  twenty  miles  south  west  of  Calcutta,  begins  to 
throw  off  its  branches,  flowing  in  different  directions  to  the  B;iy 
of  Bengal,  thus  forming  a  delta.     This  delta  we  had  to  cross. 

Poorel,  the  next  city  in  size  and  importance,  whi('h  is 
adorned  with  the  temiiles  of  the  far-famed  Jnggernauih,  is 
-situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  most  southerly  arm  of  the 
Mahananda  river. 

(  To  he  Contiinifif.) 


I^ETTER 


TO     THE 
F  O  r.  K  S  . 


Y  O  U  N  a 


S.M.T   li.VKF.   CiTV, 

December  5,  1S81. 

To  MV   Yoi.-NO   COBRE.SPOM)K.VTS: 

Ki.M.Mi  \V.  Cl.ayton:— Dear  brother,  another  letter 
of  yours  lies  before  me.  1  see  you  are  in  earnest  in 
your  desire  to  progress  in  the  scale  of  intelligence,  and  such 
a  person  is  ever  concenial  to  me.  You  seem  to  be  a  great 
reader  in  the  Book  of  Mnrnion;  I  shall  refer  to  those  pas.s.iecs 
you  mention.  1  think  if  our  young  people  were  to  read  the 
.scriptures  more  than  they  do  (of  course  some  do  read  them), 
they  would  find  that  they  would  spring  to  a  higher  degree  of 
intelligence  in  spiritual  matters  than  iiiaiiy  have  yet  attained 
to.  They  tell  me  they  find  them  "so  dry,"  and  they  "cannot 
understand  them!"  I  fear  they  have  not  sought  for  that 
Spirit  which  always  will  give  their  minds  the  key  of  under- 
standitig.  To  read  scripture  with  edificition,  we  must  catch 
the  Spirit  by  which  it  was  written:  and  it  is  our  privilege 
to  po.ssess  that.  God  is  no  respecter  of  per>nna.  lie  will 
not  prefer  one  human  being  to  another  in  the  matter  of  sal- 
vatinn.  You  refer  to  what  the  liord  tol.I  the  prophet  Nephi. 
I  have  not  room  to  elaborate  upon  this  .subject,  but  will  .say, 
many  things  and  many  prophecies  give  evidence  that  this 
continent  is  a  land  of  pnmiise,  that  it  has  been  heici  in  reserve 
a.s  the  grand  theatre  mi  which  should  be  enacted  the  mighty, 
the  glorious,  the  awlul  scenes  of  the  last  days  !  Ir  has  Lceo 
set  apart  by  the  Creator  of  the  universe,  as  His  special 
dominion.      He  alone   is  its  King  and  Potentate.     No  mortal 


must  uiisurp  that  title,  for  it  is  the  throne  and  footstool  of 
Jehovah.  Of  course  you  study  geography!  The  map  of  Pales- 
tine is  verv  inten— titig,  for  there  we  seem  to  behold  the  foot- 
prints of  D  'ity.  There  we  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  our 
Lord  and  Savior ;  and  by  it  wo  seem  to  imbide  the  wonder- 
ful ,'pirit  that  broods  over  that  remarkable  land !  Sinai,  and 
O'ivet,  and  Calv;iry,  Jorusaleiu,  Bethany,  and  the  Garden  of 
Gethsenuuv.  all  whisper  to  us  in  the  voice  of  the  Spirit, 
th;it  that  ako  is  a  chosen  land.  Such  studies  lift  us  from  the 
earth  earthy,  and  when  we  return  we  are  like  Mosea  when 
he  descended  the  Mount  Sinai — our  countenance  and  our 
spirit  reveal  where  we  have  been  !  How  can  the  scriptures 
be  "dry"  when  they  lead  us  by  the  hand  into  a  heaven  upon 
earth?  Have  ynu  read  the  "]\riracle  in  Stone?"  If  not,  I 
do  entreat  you  to  get  it.  Y'ou  will  find  it  decidedly  the  most 
extraordiniry  hook  you  ever  read.  I  could  hardly  portray 
the  efl^ecr.  it  h.id  upon  me,  but  I  certainly  realized  the  beauti- 
ful words  of  that  most  heavenly  song — "Nearer  my  God  to 
Thee  "  Y(Ui  will  have  vo  concentrate  every  fiiculty  to  "read, 
maik,  learn  and  inwardly  digest"  that  wonderful  book^ 
read  it!  And  now  perhaps  I  had  better  close ;  write  when 
time  admits.  I  enjoy  your  letters;  they  are  intelligent,  and 
seek  for  intelligence  in  everything  that  can  elevate  a  human 
being. 

R.\Y  Vav  CoiT: — Dear  brother,  I  certainly  feel  that  an 
apology  is  due  to  you,  that  your  nice  note  has  been  so  long 
unanswered ;  pardon  me  this  time,  and  I  truly  shall  not  have 
cause  to  so  oflfend  again.  The  cause  is  that  I  have  been  in  a 
low  state  of  health,  and  consequently  have  felt  no  energy  for 
mental  exerci.'e;  but  though  silent.  I  have  often  thought  of 
you  an<l  your  tinanswerod  letter.  I  saw  your  father  lately, 
and  he  told  tiie  of  your  disappointment  that  your  letter 
did  not  appear  in  the  iNSTiniCTOR;  but,  by  this  time,  you  are 
]iroliably  aware  that  the  young  people's  letters  are  not  pub- 
lished, but  left  for  me  to  answer  and  refer  to,  as  we  took 
up  too  much  room.  I  have  heard  a  very  good  aciH^unt  of  you 
in  the  ]iiim:iry  association,  and  in  your  school.  I  love  to  hear 
such  accounts  of  tny  yimng  brothers  and  sisters,  because  I 
know  they  will,  in  all  humility,  be  determined  to  acquire 
useful  knowledge;  they  will  progress  daily,  aud  will  lay  a 
foundation  for  future  u.sefulness  and  intelligence.  I  have  no 
doubt  you  have  been  brought  up  to  be  prayerful.  Never  for- 
get this  exercise;  for  only  by  the  help  of  God  can  we  increase 
in  the  knowledge  and  wisilom  that  comcth  from  the  teachings 
of  His  Spirit.  Be  humble  :  humility  is  the  only  safe  road 
for  all  human  beings;  and  all  great  men  and  women  are  very 
humble,  for  the  more  learning  we  have  the  more  we  are 
enabled  to  see  how  very  little  we  can  attain  lo  in  this  brief 
state  of  being.  But  the  more  the  heart  and  brain  are  culti- 
vated here,  the  better  we  shall  be  prepared  to  enter  into  the 
grand  hcieafter  that  lies  before  the  whole  human  family. 
Cultivate  your  mind  by  thinking  deeply  upon  what  you  read, 
see  and  hear.  As.sociate  only  with  the  good,  and  choose 
for  your  companions  the  most  intelligent,  and  those  who  know 
more  than  your.self.  By  this  you  will  lise  in  the  scale  of 
intelligence  daily.     Write  again.     Your  friend. 

Hannah  T.  King. 


TnKllF,  is  seldom  a  line  of  glory  written  upon  the  earth's  face 
but  a  line  of  .suffering  runs  parallel  with  it  ;  atid  they  that 
read  the  lustrous  syllables  of  the  one,  and  slop  tiot  to  deciph- 
or  the  spotteii  and  worn  in.s'cription  of  the  other,  get  the  lesser 
hall   of  the  lcs.soD  earth  has  to  give. 
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CHRISTMAS    EVE. 


BY   FD.    SCH. 


MV  young  readers,  our  jiicturc  carries  you  among  the 
Germans,  into  the  heart  of  their  ancient  and  ((uaint- 
looking  towns.  Were  it  not  for  the  toweis  in  the  background 
and  I  he  throng  of  people,  you  would  imagine  you  were  in  a 
dense  forest,  judging  from  the  number  of  trees  standing  in  the 
foreground.  It  is  Christma';  eve — with  the  Germans  the 
most  sacred  of  all  church  holiday-.  The  church  bells  ring 
to  denote  that  the  occasion  requires  us  to  prepare  our  hearts 
in  sanctity.  The  loving  mother  in  our  picture,  with  her 
younger  darling  reposing  on  her  shoulder,  and  an  elder  one 
following  her  and  gazing  with  delight  on  the  many  Christ- 
mas trees,  counts  up  her  means.  For  a  "tannenbaum"  must 
be  bought  and  all  other  expen.'^es  have  to  give  way  before  this 
iieresaitfi.  for  such  it  is  with  the  Germans. 

The  old  forester  is  quite  willing  to  "make  a  price,"  for 
to  day  wc  all  have  to  do  our  part,  to  show  "good  will  to  all 
mankind.." 

Chrismas  time  in  Germany  is  like  everything  else  with  this 
piculiar  people,  who  are  given  to  meditation  and  reflection — 
it  is  wrapt  in  a  poetical  garment.  It  is  not  so  much  a  day  of 
noise,  feasting,  dancing,  etc.,  but  with  them  the  Christmas 
eve  is  the  time  of  gifts]  and  mutual  well-wishing  around  the 
family  hearth.  None  dare  be  forgotten,  from  grandfather  in 
the  old  arm-chair  down  to  the  smallest  babe  in  the  cradle, 
and  from  the  head  of  the  family  down  to  the  servant. 
There  is  no  home  .so  poor  nor  any  household  .so  forlorn  that 
it  can  not  have  a  Christmas  tree  lit.  In  fact  this  feature  is 
interwoven  with  our  recollection  from  earliest  childhood. 

It  is  an  evergreen  tree  from  the  forest,  that  is  chosen  to  be 
illuminated  and  hung  with  golden  apples,  glittering  candy 
st^rs  and  other  gifts,  and  bearing  on  the  topmost  bough  the 
fiffure  of  a  flying  angel,  to  signify  that  the  poirrrs  from  o» 
liii/li  fiiirer  i,vrr  nil  riirthh/  fiifls 

^\  as  it  not  in  the  fields,  as  the  starlight  shone  through  the 
tree  tops,  that  angels  descended  through  the  darkness  and 
lit  up,  as  it  were,  the  blessing-laden  Christmas  tree  to  the 
world,  bestowing  heavenly  gifts  to  old  and  young  alike,  even 
salvation,  peace  on  earth  and  good  will  to  man? 

There  is  a  deep  hidden  meaning  in  this  old  custom  of  the 
illuminated  boughs ;  in  short,  there  is  a  symbolism  in 
the  Christmas  tree!  It  brings  the  very  events  of  the 
holy  night  back  again  into  everj'  household  in  the  land, 
and  interweavci  them  with  the  night-dreams  of  the  sleep- 
ing child. 

But  perhaps  our  young  readers  will  be  astonished,  although 
I  do  not  intend  to  rob  your  Christmas  celebration  of  its  charms, 
when  I  tell  you  that  this  festive  time  is,  after  all,  only  a  bor- 
rowed custom  from  the  olden  heathen  times.  It  was  a  custom 
wiih  the  Romans,  about  the  same  period  of  the  year,  for 
masters  to  wait  upon  their  slaves  at  the  family  feast,  and 
make  presents  to  each  other,  in  remembrance  of  a  bygone 
golden  era,  that  once  had  been  on  the  earth,  long  ere  the 
stern  Iloman  power  swayed  the  iron  scepter.  And  what  was 
better  than  all,  all  wars,  hostilities,  persecutions  and  enmities 
ceased  during  that  blessed  time,  in  remembrance  that  in  the 
golden  bygone  era  there  had  lieen  "peace  on  earth." 

This  fe.ist  broutht  also  a  period  of  rest  to  the  then  perse- 
cuted Christians;  they  could  for  once  rejoice,  and  when  their 
lord.s,  the  Romans,  feasted  io  remembrance  of  the  peace  that 
once  cxii'ted,  the  early  Christians,  our  brethren,  looked  ahead 


to  an  era  of  peace  yet  to  come,  even  the  great  millennium,  at 
whose  gates  we  now  stand.  The  angels  had  declared  the 
golden  peace  to  all  mankind,  and  they  looked  forward  to  a 
time  when  their  oppresfors'  swords  would  be  beaten  into 
ploughshares  and  the  spears,  such  as  pierced  the  Savior  on 
the  cross,  would  be  beaten  into  pruning  hooks. 

As  I  told  you  before,  everything  connected  with  the 
religious  life  of  the  Germans  is  full  of  poetry ;  with  them 
nature  itself  has  to  be  drawn  even  into  their  halls  and  parlors 
on  such  holy  occasions  as  Christmas.  To  hang  up  a  stocking 
by  the  fireplace  would  not  do  for  them ;  there  is  no  poesy  in 
such  a  practice ;  that  custom  has  originated  with  another 
people,  very  diifereut  to  the  Germans. 

The  very  old  Christmas  stories  that  grandmother  relates  in 
the  chimney  corner  to  the  eager  throng  of  little  folks,  as 
the  sits  in  the  old  arm  chair  which  her  mother  occupied  when 
she  told  her  the  same  old  tales,  which  are  now  printed  and 
reprinted  and  sold  in  all  lands  as  Christmas  story  books,  such 
as  "Cinderella,"  "The  Sleeping  Beauty,"  "The  Enchanted 
Princess,"  etc.,  are  of  old  German  origin,  and  bear,  like  our 
Christmas  tree,  a  deep  sj-mbolism. 

You  read  those  stories,  and  you  will  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
they  must  have  originated  with  a  people  who  were  acquainted 
with  true  doctrines,  who  knew  what  the  gentile  nations  had  lost, 
but  what  God  would  reveal  to  His  people  again  in  the  latter 
day.s.  Who  were  that  people?  From  whence  did  they  come? 
And  where  have  they  gone?  Let  me  tell  .vou,  that  those  old 
stories  were  brought  among  those  northern  nations,  and  from 
them  to  the  Germans,  long,  long  centuries  ago  by  the  Saxons 
(Isaac's  sons),  who  were  of  Ephraim's  kin,  whose  fate  it  was 
to  be  mixed  among  the  nations,  like  a  silver  thread  in  dark 
cloth,  to  come  out  again  in  the  latter  times  as  representatives 
of  all  generations,  kindreds  and  families,  so  that  none  might 
be  forgotten  and  that  in  Abraham's  seed  all  nations  might  be 
blessed. 

Read  those  stories;  mark  and  compare  tho.se  facts.  First 
there  is  generally  a  fairy,  who  was  jealous  of  the  king's  child 
who  was  presented  before  the  people,  because  she  was  not 
invited,  and  her  humbled  pride  planned  death.  Then  the 
princess  falls  asleep  within  the  walls  of  a  castle,  guarded  by 
strong  immovable  powers.  Then,  when  the  time  is  fulfilled, 
there  appears  on  the  scene  a  noble  prince,  who  shakes  the 
gates  and  whose  appearance  breaks  the  spell;  he  throws  open 
the  iron  doors  and  proclaims  life.  Then  he  weds  the  princess 
and  takes  her  to  the  golden  city. 

Now,  dear  readers,  just  compare  and  see  whether  you  don't 
find  herein  the  very  long  lost  and  now  restored  doctrines  of 
the  true  gosiiel.  The  king's  child  brought  before  the  people, 
is  the  Firstborn,  chosen  in  the  council  of  heaven  ;  the  other  per- 
sonage, jealous  on  account  of  not  having  been  admitted  in  the 
court,  is  Lucifer,  thrown  out  on  account  of  his  rebellion,  try- 
ing to  bring  about  a  fallen  state  and  an  everlasting  separation 
of  body  and  sjiirit,  until  he  has  the  spirits  in  the  prison 
house  and  the  bodies  in  the  tombs.  In  steps  the  Prince, 
who  opens  {\u\  everlasting  gates  and  sets  the  captives  free, 
establishes  the  Church  {the  bride)  and  finally  takes  her  to  the 
heavenly  city. 

IJc  it  remembered  here,  that  there  is  another  nation  besides 
the  German-i,  which  was  perhaps  even  more  penetrated  by 
the  old  Anglo  Saxon  blood,  so  much  so,  thai  to  this  day  .she 
bears  the  name  of  "Anglos"  (Pinglish),  which  has  a  singular 
Christmas  custom,  just  as  full  of  meaning  as  the  German 
Christmas  tree.  I  mean  the  custom  of  hanging  up  a  mistletoe 
bough  over  the  doors  of  the  halls;  which  is  considered  the  old 
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emblem  of  "mysterious  power,"  and  the  custom  of  meeting 
with  a  kiss  all  those  who  are  caught  passing  under  the 
bough. 

Who  would  not  at  once  perceive  in  that  custom  the  following 
meaning?  The  bough  hanging  on  the  ceiling  is  the  "super- 
human power"  placed  above  the  people,  and  if  they  place 
themselves  within  its  reach,  they  will  be  met  by  the  Lord 
with  a  kiss,  which  is  the  emblem  of  love  and  perfect  union, 
whether  it  is  to  the  bond  or  the  free,  the  son  of  the  family  or 
the  stranger  within  the  gate. 

The  close  observer  finds  in  all  these  things  traces  of  what 
once  was  knowledge  of  true  doctrines,  yea  even  the  possession 
of  the  Holy  Priesthood ;  but  inasmuch  as  those  ancient 
nations  had  no  printing,  and  all  their  knowledge  had  princi- 
pally to  be  handed  down  from  father  to  son  orally,  their 
customs  and  legends  have  assumed,  finally,  that  shape  in  which 
we  find  them  to-day. 

The  Latter-day  Saint  who  drinks  directly  from  the  fountain 
of  truth,  which  sparkles  through  the  revealed  word  from  the 
unseen  worlds,  and  is  aided  by  the  resources  of  modern 
science  and  art,  should  in  time  develop  into  the  highest  type 
of  man. 


THAT     WILL    DO. 


BY   E.    P. 


GENERALLY  speaking,  if  anything  is  worth  doing  at  all 
it  is  worth  doing  well.  But  how  often  we  hear  the  words 
"That  will  do,"  especially  when  people  are  in  a  hurry,  and, 
being  in  a  hurry,  they  do  not  take  sufficient  time  to  make  a 
good  job  of  what  they  are  doing.  The  consequence  is,  the 
same  labor  has  to  be  performed  over  again  in  a  short  time 
perhaps. 

A  man  is  repairing  a  breach  in  the  field  fence,  which  has 
been  made  by  some  unruly  animal,  and,  instead  of  making  a 
more  substantial  job  than  was  done  in  the  first  place,  he  thinks 
there  is  no  time  to  do  it  well,  as  other  work  is  pressing,  there- 
fore it  is  "toggled"  up  in  a  very  careless  and  unworkmanlike 
manner.  The  result  is,  that  the  same,  or  some  other  unruly 
animal  returns,  and,  besides  again  tearing  down  the  fence, 
will  perhaps  destroy  crops  amounting  to  double  the  value  of 
the  labor  which  would  have  been  required  to  make  a  good 
job  at  first.  Besides,  the  time  spent  in  making  repairs  is 
thrown  away. 

How  many  women  in  their  household  affairs  are  continually 
"fixing  up"  things  as  a  makeshift,  thinking  it  will  do  for  the 
present.  And  thus,  in  some  cases,  almost  the  entire  time  is 
employed  to  little  or  no  purpose,  and  they  are  always  behind, 
and,  as  they  themselves  frequently  say,  are  "hurried  to  death" 
with  their  work. 

Thei'e  is  plenty  for  all  to  do  at  best,  without  any  unnecessary 
labor.  There  are  many  ways  in  which  time  can  be  saved  if 
the  subject  be  properly  studied.  Not  by  doing  things  in  a 
careless,  slipshod  manner,  but  by  doing  what  is  necessary  to 
be  done  in  a  proper  and  substantial  manner,  that  will  not  need 
to  be  immediately  done  over  again.  Time  and  means  may  be 
saved  by  doing  things  in  the  proper  time — never  waiting  until 
the  horses  are  stolen  before  locking  the  stable  door. 

Boys  and  girls,  young  men  and  young  women,  should  early 
cultivate  the  habit  of  doing  everything  at  the  proper  time  and 
of  doing  it  well.  In  this  way  they  will  find  it  much  easier, 
and  they  will  not  1  e  continually  hurried  as  they  will  by  pur- 
suing the  oppo.'-ite  course. 


Some  people  allow  their  work  to  drive  them,  while  those 
who  do  everything  in  the  proper  season  always  have  their 
work  before  them,  and  are  never  in  so  much  of  a  hurry  that 
they  cannot  make  a  good  job  of  what  they  have  undertaken. 

Young  people,  when  studying  their  lessons,  should  make  it 
a  point  to  thoroughly  understand  Vhat  they  are  trying  to 
learn,  so  that  they  will  not  be  under  the  necessity  of  going 
over  the  same  ground  twice.  Forming  habits  of  thoroughness 
in  early  life  will  prove  a  great  help  ever  after. 

Never  contract  the  habit  of  saying  "I  guess  that  will  do," 
unless  it  is  well  done. 

With  such  training  and  such  habits,  using  the  necessary 
judgment  as  to  the  amount  of  labor  or  expense  required 
to  accomplish  any  given  object,  and  other  things  correspond- 
!  ing,  life  will  be  a  success,  and  you  will  not  be  constrainad  to 
exclaim,  when  drawing  near  the  close  of  your  earthly  career, 
as  did  the  reputed  wise  man  of  old,  that,  "all  is  vanity  and 
vexation  of  spirit. ' ' 

Instead  of  life  then  being  a  dreary  and  cheerless  existence, 
it  will  appear  cheerful  and  enjoyable,  made  up  of  many  happy 
and  interesting  associations. 

There  is  a  degree  of  pleasure  in  the  performance  of  honest, 
healthful,  well-directed  labor.  There  is  pleasure  in  doing 
good.  Every  good  action  has  a  present  recompense,  besides 
the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  it  is  attended  with  the  appro- 
bation of  our  Heavenly  F.ither.  This  world,  to  us,  is,  in  a 
great  measure,  what  we  make  it.  Therefore,  we  should 
earnestly  strive  to  make  the  best  possible  use  of  the  time 
allotted  to  us,  that  we  may  not  only  have  time  to  enjoy  the 
moments  as  they  pass  along,  but  that  the  fact  of  having  done 
well  may  be  a  satisfying  comfort  in  all  future  time. 


Agricultitral  Methods  in  New  Mexico.— The  Mexican 
and  Indian  methods  of  harvesting  their  grain  are  very  primi- 
tive, similar,  indeed,  to  those  of  Eastern  countries  in  Bible 
times.  Wheat  is  cut  by  hand  with  a  sickle,  and  taken, 
unbound,  in  carts  to  the  threshing  floor.  This  consists  of  a 
round  plat  of  level  ground,  in  an  elevated  place,  .50,  lOu  or 
200  feet  in  diameter,  as  the  farm  is  a  large  or  small  one,  the 
surface  of  which  is  pounded  or  trodden  as  hard  as  a  cement 
floor.  Around  the  edges  of  this,  tall  poles  are  set  in  the 
ground  five  or  six  feet  apart,  forming  a  circle.  The  unthreshed 
grain  is  piled  up  loosely  in  the  center,  and,  when  everything 
is  ready,  a  thin  layer  is  raked  down  between  the  central  pile  of 
grain  and  the  circle  of  poles,  and  then  a  flock  of  goats  or 
sheep,  or  sometimes  of  burros  or  ponies,  is  driven  around 
over  the  grain  until  it  has  all  been  beaten  out  of  the  heads  by 
their  feet.  The  straw  is  then  thrown  outside  of  the  circle  of 
poles,  and  the  wheat  pushed  up  towards  the  center.  Another 
lot  of  unthreshed  grain  is  then  raked  down,  and  the  operation 
repeated  until  the  wheat  is  threshed.  I  was  forcibly  leminded 
of  the  scriptural  injinctiou  which  forbade  the  Hebrews  to 
muzzle  the  ox  that  trod  out  the  grain.  The  winnowing  is  also 
done  in  the  Biblical  way.  After  the  wheat  has  been  sepa- 
rated from  the  straw,  it  is  gathered  up  into  a  heaj),  and  when 
a  brisk  breeze  arises  it  is  thrown  into  the  air  in  the  teeth  of 
the  wind,  which  blows  away  the  chaff  while  the  wheat  falls 
by  itself  on  the  clean  iloor.  At  a  distance  the  flying  chaff 
looks  like  steam  escaping  by  successive  puffs  from  the  exhaust- 
pipe  of  an  engine.  Selected. 


I  Think  it  best  not  to  dispute  where  there  is  no  probability 
of  cuuviuciiig —  Whitejitld. 
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Words  by  J.  G.  Holland. 
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There's  a  tumult  of  jny 

O'er  the  wonderful  birth, 

For  the  virgin's  sweet  boy 

Is  the  Lord  of  the  earth, 
Ay  I  the  ilar  ruins  its  tire  and  the  beautiful  sing, 
For  the  manger  of  IJothlehem  cradles  a  King. 

In  the  light  of  that  star 
Lie  the  ages  iinprnilcd  ; 
And  that  song  from  iifar 


lias  swept  over  the  world. 
Every  heart  is  aflame,  and  the  beautiful  sing. 
In  the  homes  of  the  nations,  that  Jesus  is  king. 

We  rejoice  in  the  light, 

And  we  echo  the  song 

That  comes  down  ihrougli  the  night 

From  the  heavenly  throng. 
Ay  !   we  shout  to  the  lovely  evangel  they  bring, 
.■\nd  wo  greet  in  His  cradle  our  .Suvior  and  Kingl 
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Stay,  O  stay,  thuu  little  brook  I 

Hurry  not  so  fast  away; 
Thou  art  moving  onward  fast, 

All  forgetful  in  thy  play, 
That  thou'rt  passing  on  forever 
To  the  deep  and  silent  river, 

And  from  thence  to  the  commotion 

Of  the  wild  and  restless  ocean. 


Stay,  O  reader,  flay  and  think  ! 

Hurry  not  so  fast  away; 
Thou  art  moving  onward  fast, 

■With  the  time  no  hand  can  stay  1 
Thou  art  passing  on  forever 
To  the  deep  and  silent  river, 

Thence  to  that  deep,  boundless  sen, 

On,  on  to  vast  eternity. 


He  who  endeavors  to  escape  from  life's  diudgery  may  also 
cease  to  compete  for  life's  prizes.  Even  if,  by  maco'uvre  or 
trick,  he  seize  tome  of  tlum,  they  will  become  but  empty 
baubles  that  have  lost  their  significance. 
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